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History of the Worcester Country Veterans Memorial 
at Ocean Pines 
Early Years 2003-2005 

In the spring of 2003, during the 35th anniversary celebration of Ocean Pines (a 
homeowners association location on the lover Eastern Shore of Maryland), a 
subcommittee of residents presented a “Salute to the Military.” Following the 
successful completion of the 35th anniversary activities, the general committee 
realized a significant profit. One half of this was used to complete a children’s 
playground in Ocean Pines and the other half was earmarked to erect a lighted flag 
pole to display the American flag at the South Gate entrance to Ocean Pines. 

In the fall of 2003, members of the original 35th anniversary subcommittee, 
including Sharyn O’Hare, Roseann Bridgman, Denny Bowers, Dan Stachurski, 
Tom Cetola, Nate Pearson, Bill Killinger, and Jim Coyne, began meeting. From 
these early meetings, the idea of a veterans memorial rather than a single flag pole 
began to emerge. 

By spring of 2004, a location had been chosen for the site: the peninsula of land off 
Route 589 backing up to the South Pond. It was further decided at that time that the 
design would include the American flag and the names and insignias of the 
services on plaques. 

The next step in the process was requesting that the Ocean Pines Board of 
Directors donate the land for the memorial. The Board very generously approved 
the request and this area became known as the Veterans Memorial Park. 

In August 2004, the Committee unanimously approved a design prepared by 
Becker Morgan of Salisbury, MD, with the guidance of committee member Denny 
Bowers. Mr. Bowers, a Vietnam Veteran, was instrumental in the creation of two 
veterans memorials in Salisbury, MD, and was an Ocean Pines resident. 

The final design showed a five-pointed star composed of bricks with a service flag 
at the point of each tip of the star and the American flag, with the POW/MIA flag 
beneath, in the center. Five curved brick walls, one for each of the military 
services, surrounded the star. 
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Tom Cetola and Jim Coyne headed up a subcommittee to sell inscribed bricks and 
pavers to finance the cost of building the memorial. Fundraising was officially 
launched at a concert given by the U.S Navy Band Sea Chanters at the Community 
Church on August 15, 2004. Copies of design plans went on display at the Ocean 
Pines Administration Office, the Ocean Pines Yacht Club, and the Ocean Pines 
Library. 

The first flag flown over the Memorial was originally flown over the American 
Cemetery of Normandy, France, on September 4, 2004. Hand carried by a few 
Ocean Pines residents, this flag was flown in memory of Willis Wacker who was 
killed at Normandy. Mr. Wacker was an uncle of George Reiswig, one of the 
committee members. 

In late September, Ocean Pines builder Marvin Steen became our first major donor 
with a contribution of $10,000. Other individual donations soon followed, and the 
sale of bricks and paver began in earnest. 

A groundbreaking ceremony attended by several hundred people was held at the 
site on Veterans Day, November 11, 2004. The Normandy Flag was unfolded for 
the first time on American soil and all veterans in attendance joined together to 
hold the flag. In late December, the Committee set Memorial Day 2005 for the 
dedication of the Memorial, and a Memorial Day Planning Committee headed by 
Ron Fisher began its work. By early 2005, sufficient funds had been raised to 
purchase materials, bricks and pavers. 

Under the able management of retired Marine Bill Rakow, construction of the 
Memorial began in April 2005. Donations and sales of bricks and pavers continued 
to flow in. During the time of construction, under each branch of service wall and 
under all the flag poles, sand from the Normandy beaches was spread to signify 
those who fought, served and, in some cases, gave their all on foreign soil. 

Prior to the dedication, the committee incorporated the Worcester County Veterans 
Memorial at Ocean Pines Foundation, Inc, and set about filing for IRS 501(c)(3) 
tax exempt status. To this day, a 13-member foundation board meets monthly and 
is responsible to host a Memorial Day and Veterans Day ceremony each and every 
year. They are also tasked with fundraising to pay for the ceremonies, the 
education program, and the maintenance of the Memorial site. 

Thanks to the many generous cash and in-kind donations, with the sale of over 900 
bricks and pavers by the dedication date, the Memorial was completed at a cost of 
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approximately $100,000. No small feat for a dedicated group of patriots who were 
able to do this with little more than seed money from the 35th anniversary, and a 
desire to create a lasting memorial for the veterans of our country. 

During thee dedication weekend, Marie Gilmore chaired a dinner/dance/auction, 
which raised a substantial amount of money for the Memorial. 

The dedication of the Memorial was held on Memorial Day, May 30, 2005, and 
was attended by over 3,000 people. Maryland Lt. Governor Michael Steele and 
U.S. Congressman Wayne Gilchrest addressed the crowd, and local musicians and 
choral groups entertained. Water from the Normandy beaches was mixed with 
water from Ocean City, MD, and was used in the blessing of this truly special 
place. The Normandy flag proudly flew for the first time over the Worcester 
County Veterans Memorial at Ocean Pines. On this day, at the most hallowed site, 
there was an amazing outpouring of patriotism, love and appreciation.  

Education and Community Outreach 
The original Memorial Committee had always envisioned an educational 
component for the Memorial, and, in the fall of 2005, "Phase II" was launched. 
This piece of the plan has come to be known as Educational and Community 
Outreach (ECO). With the help of several community members, they developed an 
educational program that brings every 5th grader in Worcester County to the 
Memorial. 

The purpose of the student field trips is to insure that current and future 
generations can appreciate and understand the dedication and sacrifices of veterans 
and the cost of freedom. 

With the cooperation and blessing of the Superintendent of Schools for Worcester 
County, the educational program was officially begun in the spring of 2007. Under 
the able leadership of CAPT Edward C Little, USN RET, each child leaves the 
Memorial with a workbook that was originally crafted and designed by Joan 
Baraloto, Roseann Bridgman, Josh Fradel, Sharyn O'Hare, Arlene Page and Ted 
Page. It has since undergone 2 revisions to reflect the changes and improvements 
to the Memorial. 
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The plan offers grade-appropriate presentations for 5th graders at the memorial and 
engages the students in understanding the purpose of the Memorial, the stories 
behind the bricks and pavers, identification of the service flags, and other pertinent 
topics. A docent also conducts discussions and demonstrations of flag etiquette, 
and the NJROTC cadets from Stephen Decatur High School, Pocomoke HS 
MCJROTC and Snow Hill HS MCJROTC instruct the students on the proper 
ceremonial folding of our flag. 

Since its inception, the Foundation has provided numerous speakers to various 
schools and civic groups. 

“Our Time, Our Service” 

The members of the committee realized early on that every brick and paver at the 
Memorial has a story. The mantra of the Veterans Memorial has always been to 
"Preserve Remembrance". The Foundation decided they had to find some way to 
preserve these stories. In the fall of 2005, three individuals were asked to compile 
stories of some of the veterans in our community. Without hesitation, three men 
agreed to take on this task: George Reiswig, Chip Bertino and Jerry Lee Harlowe. 
They interviewed 29 veterans and their stories were compiled in the book, “Our 
Time, Our Service.” On Memorial Day 2006, this book was released and over 
1,000 copies were printed. Several copies have been given to our local libraries. 
Since then, every story in this book, along with several new additions, has been 
posted on our web site: www.WOCOVETS.org 

The Patriots Pathway 

In 2013, the 3rd phase of the Memorial was constructed and dedicated. The 
"Patriots Pathway", originally designed by Nate Pearson, extends from our 
Memorial toward the lake and includes 15 plaques describing all involvements of 
our veterans in wars and deployments in defense of our country. At the apex of the 
walk are three flag poles displaying the POW/MIA flag, the KIA/WIA flag, and the 
Veterans' Remembered flag, as well as the battlefield cross. 
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Over 20 Years….And Still Meeting Our Mission 

In 2025, the Memorial celebrated its 20th anniversary. In honor of this, we held a 
gala at the Ocean Pines Yacht Club. At that event, a slide show with historical 
photos of our Memorial was shown. Over 200 people attended the festive event. 

The Normandy Flag was flown again for the 10th anniversary of the Memorial on 
Memorial Day 2015. This same flag was also the first flag flown at the new Ocean 
Pines Yacht Club in January 2016. It is currently on display at the Ocean Pines 
Yacht Club. 

The Foundation has committed to the Ocean Pines Association that they will 
maintain the Memorial "In Perpetuity,” and has money invested for this purpose. 
With the ongoing sale of bricks and pavers, an annual golf tournament, and various 
other fund raisers, the Board has been able to raise funds for the education 
program, Memorial Day and Veterans Day programs, and the ongoing maintenance 
and upkeep of the Memorial. Tax-free donations are always welcome. 

This program began as a grassroots effort and has taken on a life of its own. The 
community dedication to and support of the project has been heartwarming. This 
memorial is unusual in that it is a place to memorialize the service of all veterans, 
whether serving in wartime or peacetime, and whether they served for months or 
for an entire career. 

Those of us who have worked with the project remain committed to it, and are 
honored to have been part of this tribute to those who have served and continue to 
serve in order to keep us free.  
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The Wall That Heals 

From April 22 to April 25, 2021, the Worcester County Veterans Memorial had the 
distinction and privilege of hosting “The Wall That Heals.” This magnificent three-
quarter scale replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington D.C. 
honored the men and eight women who gave their lives in Vietnam. As a traveling 
exhibit, it spans 375 feet in length and rises to 7.5 feet tall at its center. The 140 
panels of the “The Wall That Heals” contain the names of more than 58,000 service 
members who made the ultimate sacrifice. Enhanced by special lighting, the names 
engraved on “The Wall That Heals” are readable day and night. Visitors often take 
the opportunity to do name rubbings of individual service members who are 
special to them. 

As on The Wall, the names on “The Wall That Heals” are listed by day of casualty. 
Beginning at the center/apex, the names start on the East Wall (right-hand side) 
working their way out to the end of that wing, picking up again at the far end of the 
West Wall (left-hand side) and working their way back in to the center/apex, 
joining the beginning and end of the conflict at the center. 

A replica of one of the panels was donated to the Worcester County Veterans 
Memorial and can be viewed at the Patriots’ Pathway. Photos from “The Wall That 
Heals” display at the Memorial in 2021 can be viewed here. 

The Wall That Heals is a registered trademark owned by the Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund. 

Fact Sheet 
Purpose of the Memorial 

It is the purpose of the memorial to create and maintain a memorial to honor and 
preserve the unselfish contributions to the security and freedom of our country by 
the men and women of our military services. 
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History of Memorial Construction and Student Activities 

The Memorial was dedicated in 2005. The construction costs and cost for 
maintaining the memorial are funded entirely from voluntary contributions. Field 
trips for fifth grade students of Worcester County began in 2007. 

Memorial Layout 

The Memorial is in the form of a circle with 5 curved masonry walls. On each wall 
is engraved the names of the six armed services: Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, 
Space Force (coming spring 2026) and Coast Guard. Within the circle is a 5-point 
star featuring the flags of each branch of service at the points. The Flag of the 
United States is located in the center of the star. 

Forming the base of the memorial are paving stones and bricks on which are 
written the names of the veterans honored. Veterans are placed within their branch 
of service. Each paving stone or brick has a special significance to the family of 
the service person and each has a history of dedication and sacrifice of which we 
all can be proud. There are approximately 2000 bricks and paving stones currently 
in the memorial. Men and women from the Revolutionary War to the present are 
honored. 

In 2013 the Patriots Pathway was constructed and dedicated. The Path extends 
from the Memorial towards the lake and includes 15 plaques describing all 
involvements of our veterans in wars and deployments in defense of our country. 
At the apex of the walk are three flag poles displaying the POW/MIA flag, the 
KIA/WIA flag, and the Veterans' Remembered flag. 

The Memorial has published a book entitled "Our Time, Our Service" in which 29 
of the veterans who are honored on bricks and pavers are recorded. 

1. Merchant Marine Podium. The podium at the memorial is dedicated to 
the US Merchant Marine. While not an actual branch of the armed 
forces, merchant mariners are instrumental in delivering supplies and 
equipment to our armed forces. During World War II a number of 
merchant mariners were lost in the Battle of the Atlantic which occurred 
just off our shores when their ships were sunk by German submarines. 

2. Women in the Military Garden. The garden on the east side of the 
memorial toward the pond celebrates the service of women in our armed 
forces. Today many women are serving in combat alongside men. 
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	 3. Blue Star Memorial Marker. The marker to the left side of the entrance 
walkway to the memorial was dedicated by the Worcester County Garden Club in 
2006. The Blue Star Memorial Program recognizes all men and women who have 
served, are serving, or will serve in the Armed Forces. During World War Il the 
name was chosen for the blue star on flags displayed in homes and businesses 
denoting a family member serving on active duty. Markers today continue to be 
dedicated each year on highways, Veteran's facilities, National Cemeteries, parks, 
and civic and historic sites. 

         4. Gold Star Memorial Gardens. The two gardens that flank the entrance 
walkways to the memorial honor the memory of the gold star mothers. A Gold Star 
mother is a mother whose son or daughter was lost during their service. 

          5. Waiting Bench. To the right of the Women in the Military Garden as you 
face the pond is a bench dedicated to those who wait for their loved ones to return 
from service in harm's way. An inscription on the bench reads as follows: " 
Dedicated to all men and women serving in harm's way and to those who wait for 
their safe return.” 

          6. ﻿﻿﻿Patriots Pathway. Behind the Women in the Military Garden is a walking 
path that proceeds towards the lake. Bordering the path are 15 plaques that provide 
a short description of all involvements of our veterans in wars and deployments in 
defense of our country. The plagues include: The Revolutionary War, the War of 
1812, the Mexican-American War, the Civil War, the Spanish-American War, 
World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, the Persian Gulf 
War, Operation Enduring Freedom (Afghanistan conflict), and Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. There is a plaque describing the flags displayed at the apex of the walk. 
They are (1) the POW/MIA flag, (2) the Veterans' Remembered flag, and the KIA/
WIA flag. There is a plaque describing "Other Military Actions" and another 
plaque describing the history of the founding of all U.S. Armed Forces. 

In addition to the plaques, visitors will see the POW/MIA chair, the Battlefield 
Cross, and replica panel of The Wall That Heals.  

POW/MIA chairs are found across the United States, in sports arenas and stadiums, 
town halls and state capitols. The chairs are meant to represent those service 
members who are unable to fill them because of their sacrifices. They also remind 
us of the men and women who serve our country every day. 
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The Battlefield Cross, also known as the Fallen Soldier Battlefield Cross, Soldier’s 
Cross, or Battle Cross, is a symbolic replacement of a cross, or memorial marker 
appropriate to an individual service-member's religion, on the battlefield or at the 
base camp for a soldier who has been killed. The purpose is to show honor and 
respect for the dead at the battle site. 

          7. Worcester County Vietnam Fallen Soldiers Bench. At the apex of the 
Patriots Path, in front of the 3 flagpoles, is a newly dedicated bench to the 8 heroes 
from Worcester County who gave their all in Vietnam. The bench was dedicated on 
March 30, 2018, and was sponsored by the Vietnam Veterans of America Chapter 
#1091 located in Ocean City, Md. 

Memorialized on the bench are: 
	 PFC Barry Berger, USA 
	 LCPL Fredrick W Bivens USMC 
	 SP4 Charles L Briddle USA 
	 SGT Michael E Gordy USMC 
	 PFC Alphonso L Harmon USMC 
	 PFC Lewis M Haywood USA 
	 SP4 Freddie Marshall Jr. USA  
	 MAJ Nutter J Wimbrow III USAF 

The Field Trip Experience 
• Each year the Veterans Memorial Foundation invites every 5th grader in 

Worcester County to the Memorial 
• Objective: for the students to understand the purpose of the Memorial and what it 

means to be a Veteran 
• Prior to the field trip, each student receives a Student Activity Booklet, which 

includes colorful pictures, information and fun activities. Students also view our 
documentary Heroes All, a short video about the Memorial. 

• Field Trip Overview: 

After a brief welcome and introduction, the students are divided into groups, 
and rotate through 4 stations: Flag Folding (conducted by Worcester County 
NJROTC students), Flag History and Etiquette, The Patriots Pathway 
(highlighting past military conflicts), and The Memorial and Its Stories. For 
the latter station, students are divided into smaller groups and assigned to a 
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docent to learn the layout of the Memorial and to learn about a local Veteran. 
Students are always encouraged to share their stories, too! Finally, students 
come together again and are thanked for their participation and are invited to 
return to the Memorial with their families for an upcoming event! 

Note: Times are flexible depending on size and time allotted. 

Sample Lesson Plan 

For storytellers:  
Remember you are speaking with 5th graders so you should try to make your 
information/story relatable. 

Describe the History of Veterans and Locate a Brick or Paver 

Instructor: 3-4 Memorial volunteers 

Duration: 10-15 minutes 

Audience: One section (15-18 students-split into 3-4 separate groups) 

Objective: To demonstrate to the students the history of sacrifice of veterans 
enshrined within the bricks and pavers of the memorial. 

Concept: The volunteer will walk the assigned students through the Memorial and 
will point out some of the bricks and pavers they think are illustrative of the 
sacrifices made by our veterans. In most cases the volunteer may have personal 
knowledge of a specific veterans history and can share that with the students. 

Another approach is to provide the students with a 3X5 card with a veteran's name 
on it. The volunteer asks the students to locate the brick or paver. This exercise will 
challenge the students to understand the layout of the Memorial (is the veteran in 
the Navy/Army/Marine Corps/Air Force/Coast Guard area, etc?) and during the 
search the volunteer can point out other bricks or pavers of interest. 
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Veterans Stories on Webpage 

www.WOCOVETS.org 

Veterans’ Stories 

As a docent, you will develop your own way of presenting the stories of 
"heroes" who are memorialized at the Memorial. Each and every brick and paver 
has a story. 

A good source of stories is our book, OUR TIME, OUR SERVICE. Every story has 
been duplicated on our web page www.OPVETS.com 

Other items you might want to cover 
◦ Branches of service, the service seals and flags 
◦ Vietnam bench on Patriots Pathway 
◦ Band of Brothers (Galloway family honored their son's fallen members) 
◦ POW-MIA 
◦ Purple Heart 
◦ Some sort of time line, eg. WWII, Landing at Normandy, some died 

(Wacker), other went to to fight. Battle of the Bulge, (Cliff Street) 
captured, others did not. 

◦ Bravo Zulu 
◦ Women in the Military (what they can do now, versus WWII) 
◦ Silent Service (Ed Little) 
◦ Family with members honored from American Revolution to current 

time 
◦ PLEASE EMPHASIS WHAT A HERO IS! 

Remember, make this personal and interesting to the kids. They are in 5th grade, 
and everyone loves to hear a story. Become an actor. It will mean a lot to the kids. 

Links to Veterans’ stories on www.WoCoVets.org 
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Abbott, Henry 
Adair, Robert 
Alexander, Jack 
Barnes, Jack Sr. 
Beard, Vic 
Berger, Albert 
Berger, Barry Howard 
Berry, Albert G. “Bing” 
Bowen, Samuel R., PVT, 1st Class 
Bowers, Charles Dennis “Denny” 
Breidenstein, August 
Brenner, Robert 
Brown, Charlie 
Canfora, Philip 
Coyne, James P. 
Cromwell, Willa 
Cropper, Robert Lee 
Cummins, Charles A. 
Davis, Marshall Dale & Lillian Jean Stein and Stein, Mervin 
Docktor, Walter 
Exarhakis, Thomas N. 
Ferguson, Albert W. 
Flanagan, Sherman E., Jr. 
Gilsdorf, Agnes Frances Carney 
Gordy, Michael Edward 
Guarino, Philip J. “Phil”, Sr. 
Hart, David Meldrum 
Holowach, Harry 
Hoppert, Glenn Carroll 
Koellein, Henry, Jr. 
Mann, William Manierre “Billy” 
McAllister, Lloyd G. “Jack” 
McCormac, Palmer Theron 
McCracken, John Huston 
McCurry, John 
Moffett, Maxwell B. 
Moran, Ed 
Mulholland Family 
Muth, Elmer 
Rakow, William 
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https://wocovets.org/henry-g-abbott-1925-1991/
https://wocovets.org/robert-b-adair-united-states-army-retired-and-his-wife-mary-c-adair/
https://wocovets.org/jack-alexander/
https://wocovets.org/barnes-jack-sr/
https://wocovets.org/vic-beard/
https://wocovets.org/albert-berger/
https://wocovets.org/barry-howard-berger/
https://wocovets.org/albert-g-bing-berry/
https://wocovets.org/pvt-1st-class-samuel-r-bowen/
https://wocovets.org/charles-dennis-denny-bowers/
https://wocovets.org/1802-2/
https://wocovets.org/robert-brenner/
https://wocovets.org/a-b-17-war-story/
https://wocovets.org/philip-canfora/
https://wocovets.org/james-p-coyne/
https://wocovets.org/willa-cromwell/
https://wocovets.org/robert-lee-cropper/
https://wocovets.org/charles-a-cummins/
https://wocovets.org/marshall-dale-davis-united-states-army-air-force-lillian-jean-stein-davis-united-states-army-nurse-corps-mervin-stein-united-states-navy-reserve/
https://wocovets.org/walter-dockter-military-experience/
https://wocovets.org/interview-with-thomas-n-exarhakis/
https://wocovets.org/albert-w-ferguson/
https://wocovets.org/sherman-e-flanagan-jr/
https://wocovets.org/agnes-frances-carney-gilsdorf/
https://wocovets.org/michael-edward-gordy/
https://wocovets.org/philip-j-phil-guarino-sr/
https://wocovets.org/david-meldrum-hart/
https://wocovets.org/harry-holowach/
https://wocovets.org/glenn-carroll-hoppert/
https://wocovets.org/henry-koellein-jr/
https://wocovets.org/local-wwii-vets-recount-d-day-experiences-muth-and-sauer-discuss-experiences-before-during-and-after-war/
https://wocovets.org/lloyd-g-jack-mcallister/
https://wocovets.org/palmer-theron-mccormac/
https://wocovets.org/john-huston-mccracken/
https://wocovets.org/sgt-john-mccurry/
https://wocovets.org/maxwell-b-moffett/
https://wocovets.org/moran-ed/
https://wocovets.org/the-mulholland-family/
https://wocovets.org/elmer-muth/
https://wocovets.org/william-rakow/


Reinhold Brothers 
Reynolds, Peter 
Riley, Ralph Eugene 
Sangermano, Joseph 
Sauer, John J., Sr. 
Saville, Donald E. 
Starck, Walter E. 
Stickevers, Kenneth 
Streat, Clifton Elliott, Jr. 
Tatum, Arthur James 
Thornton, Luther J. 
Tyndall, E. Jack 
Vandergrift, Alexander Archer 
Villani, Francis P. “Frank” 
Wacker, Willis W. 
Wagner, John & Richard and Carper, William & Christopher F. 
Whittington, Mary Louise McCollum 
Wimbrow, Nutter Jerome III 
Wiseman, James & Zechman, Daniel 

Flag Display and Etiquette  

Introduction 
◦ Tell who you are. 
◦ Presentation will cover selected events in flag history and some of the 

laws and customs for its use. 

History 
◦ 1497-1776 - the Cross of Saint George, King's Colors and Red Ensign 

(Queen Anne's flag) 
◦ Flew over the American colonies before the American Revolution, 

◦ 1776-1777 - The Grand Union flag, or Continental Colors 
◦ Adopted by the Continental Congress 
◦ considered the first national flag of the American colonies 

◦ 1777-1795 - 
◦ The Francis Hopkinson flag. 

◦ Thirteen six-pointed stars arranged in rows and thirteen stripes 
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https://wocovets.org/peter-reynolds/
https://wocovets.org/ralph-eugene-riley/
https://wocovets.org/joseph-sangermano/
https://wocovets.org/john-j-sauer-sr/
https://wocovets.org/donald-e-saville/
https://wocovets.org/walter-e-starck/
https://wocovets.org/kenneth-stickevers/
https://wocovets.org/clifton-elliott-streat-jr/
https://wocovets.org/arthur-james-tatum/
https://wocovets.org/luther-j-thornton/
https://wocovets.org/e-jack-tyndall/
https://wocovets.org/alexander-archer-vandegrift/
https://wocovets.org/francis-p-frank-villani/
https://wocovets.org/willis-w-wacker/
https://wocovets.org/john-wagner-and-richard-wagner-william-carper-christopher-f-carper/
https://wocovets.org/mary-louise-mccollum-whittington/
https://wocovets.org/nutter-jerome-wimbrow-iii/
https://wocovets.org/james-wiseman-daniel-zechman/


◦ The "Betsy Ross" flag 
◦ Thirteen stars arranged in a circle and thirteen stripes 

◦ 1795-1818 - The Star-Spangled Banner 
◦ In 1794 Kentucky and Vermont joined the union 
◦ Flag grew to 15 stars and 15 stripes 
◦ Flew over Fort McHenry during War of 1812 
◦ Inspiration for our National Anthem 

◦ As the United States expanded, it was decided that adding a stripe for 
each new state was not practical. In 1818, Congress passed legislation 
setting the number of stripes at thirteen and an additional star for each 
new state. 

◦ Prior to the adoption of the 48-star flag in 1912, there was no official 
arrangement of the stars in the canton. Throughout the 19th century there 
was an abundance of different star patterns, rectangular and circular. 
Meaning of the colors 
Red - hardiness and valor 
White - purity and innocence 
Blue - vigilance, perseverance & justice 

◦ 1923 - June 14"* established as Flag Day. 
◦ How many stars and stripes are on the current flag? 

You can find additional information about flag history and etiquette at the National 
Flag Foundation. 

Supplemental Information 

Medals & Awards: 

Air Force 
Army 
Coast Guard 
Marines 
Navy 
Space Force 
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https://nationalflagfoundation.org/flag-history-evolution/
https://www.medalsofamerica.com/medals-and-ribbons/air-force-medals-and-ribbons/air-force-medals
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Special Awards: 

Purple Heart: The Purple Heart is the oldest U.S. military decoration, awarded in 
the name of the President to service members wounded or killed in combat against 
an enemy, foreign armed force, or as a result of terrorist/peacekeeping attacks after 
April 5, 1917. Established in 1782 by George Washington as the Badge of Military 
Merit, it recognizes extreme sacrifice and is awarded automatically upon meeting 
criteria, rather than through recommendation.  

Medal of Honor: The Medal of Honor is the highest U.S. military decoration, 
awarded by the President in Congress's name for conspicuous gallantry at the risk 
of life above and beyond the call of duty. 

Cross Medals: Cross medals are prestigious military decorations awarded for 
extraordinary heroism in combat, typically ranking just below the Medal of Honor. 
Major U.S. awards include the Navy Cross, Army Distinguished Service Cross, 
and Air Force Cross. These medals symbolize bravery, valor, and sacrifice in the 
face of the enemy, often featuring a cross design to signify honor.  

Gold Star Family/Mothers: 

The term Gold Star family is a modern reference that comes from the Service Flag. 
These flags/banners were first flown by families during World War I. The flag 
included a blue star for every immediate family member serving in the armed 
forces of the United States, during any period of war or hostilities in which the 
armed forces of the United States were engaged. 

If that loved one died, the blue star was replaced by a gold star. This allowed 
members of the community to know the price that the family had paid in the cause 
of freedom. 
The United States began observing Gold Star Mother's Day on the last Sunday of 
September, in 1936. The Gold Star Wives was formed before the end of World War 
II. The Gold Star Lapel Button was established in August 1947. 

Today, the nation recognizes the sacrifice that all Gold Star Family members make 
when a father, mother, brother, sister, son, daughter, or other loved one dies in 
service to the nation. Gold Star Mother's and Family's Day is the last Sunday of 
September and Gold Star Spouses Day is April 5. The strength of our nation is our 
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Army. The strength of our Army is our Soldiers. The strength of our Soldiers is our 
families. 
The Army recognizes that no one has given more for the nation than the families of 
the fallen. 

Map of Bricks and Pavers will be inserted here when we have a new one after renovations of the 
memorial. 

Key Abbreviations Used on Bricks and Pavers 
Military Rank Abbreviations 

Officers 

Army/Marines/Air Force	 	 	 	 	 	 Navy/Coast Guard 

General/GEN	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Admiral/ADM 
Lieutenant General/LGEN	 	 	 	 	 Vice Admiral/VADM 
Major General/MGEN	 	 	 	 	 	 Rear Admiral/RADM 
Brigadier General/BGEN	 	 	 	 	 Read Admiral Lower Half/
RADM 
Colonel/COL	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Captain/CAPT 
Lieutenant Colonel/LCOL	 	 	 	 	 Commander/CDR 
Major/MAJ	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lieutenant Commander/LCDR 
Captain/CAPT		 	 	 	 	 	 	 Lieutenant/LT 
1s Lieutenant/1stLT		 	 	 	 	 	 Lieutenant junior grade/LTJG 
2nd Lieutenant/2ndLT	 	 	 	 	 	 Ensign/ENS 

Warrant Officers 

The Air Force does not use the intermediate grades of warrant officers. The Army, 
Navy, Coast Guard, and Marines use as many as 5 grades of warrant officers. Their 
titles range from the lowest as "Warrant Officer/WO" and the highest as "Chief or 
Master Warrant Officer/CMO or MWO." 

Non-Commissioned Officers 
Army	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Air Force 
E-9 Sergeant Major/SMAJ	 	 	 	 E-9 Chief Master Sergeant/CMSGT 
E-8 Master Sergeant/MSGT	 	 	         E-8 Senior Master Sergeant/SMSGT 
E-7 Sergeant First Class/SFC		 	         E-7 Master Sergeant/MSGT 
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E-6 Staff Sergeant/SSGT	 	 	 	 E-6 Technical Sergeant/TSGT 
E-5 Sergeant/SGT	 	 	 	 	         E-5 Staff Sergeant/SSGT 
E-4 Corporal/CPL 

Navy/Coast Guard	 	 	 	 	 Marines 
E-9 Master Chief Petty Officer/MCPO	 E-9 Master Gunnery Sergeant/MGSGT 
E-8 Senior Chief Petty Officer/SCPO	 E-8 Master Sergeant/MSGT 
E-7 Chief Petty Officer/CPO	 	 	 E-7 Gunnery Sergeant/GSGT 
E-6 Petty Officer First Class/PO1	 	 E-6 Staff Sergeant/SSGT 
E-5 Petty Officer Second Class/PO2	 E-5 Sergeant/SGT 
E-4 Petty Officer Third Class/PO3		 E-4 Corporal/CPL 

Enlisted Personnel 

Army	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Air Force 
E-4 Specialist/SPC	 	 	 	 	 E-4 Senior Airman/SA 
E-3 Private First Class/PFC	 	 	 E-3 Airman First Class/A1C 
E-2 Private/PVT	 	 	 	 	 E-2 Airman/AN 
E-1 Private Recruit/PVR		 	 	 E-1 Airman Basic/ANB 

Navy/Coast Guard 		 	 	 	 Marines 
E-3 Seaman/SN	 	 	 	 	 E-3 Lance Corporal/LCPL 
E-2 Seaman Apprentice/SA	 	 	 E-2 Private First Class/PFC 
E-1 Seaman Recruit/SR	 	 	 	 E-1 Private/PVT 

Other Abbreviations/Acronyms 

AAC Army Air Corps- earlier name for the Air 
Force through WWI

AAF Army Air Force-earlier name for the Air 
Force through WII

AF Air Force

BZ Bravo Zulu-Navy code flags meaning 
"Well Done!"

AR Army
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CAV Army Cavalry

CBI China, Burma, India Theater in World War 
II

CG Coast Guard

CO Company

Enduring Freedom Afghanistan Operations since 2001

INF Infantry

Iraqi Freedom Iraqi Operations since 2003

KIA Killed in Action

LDO Limited Duty Officer (Navy and Coast 
Guard Specialist Officers)

MIA Missing in Action

PH Purple Heart-medal awarded to personnel 
wounded in action

POW Prisoner of War

REGT Regiment

RSVN Republic of South Vietnam

Semper Fidelis Semper Paratus "Always Faithful" USMC motto

Semper Paratus "Always Ready" Coast Guard motto

Silent Service Navy submarine service

SO PAC South Pacific

SQN Squadron

USN Navy

USMC Marines

VN Vietnam

WAC Women's Army Corps

WAF Women in the Air Force (WWII)

WAVES USN Women's Reserves-Women 
Accepted for Volunteer Service

Page ￼20



PLEASE NOTE: 
A star next to the name on a brick or paver represents that the hero was killed in 
action. 

Using the following diagram of the Memorial and the below listed locations of 
bricks and pavers, volunteers can quickly locate bricks and pavers of interest. 

Veterans Honored in the Booklet "Our Time, Our Service." Adair, 
Robert, USA 

Berry, Albert, USA Brick A-6

Bowers, Denny, USMC Brick A-5

Coyne, James, USAF Brick MC-6

Davis, Marshall, USAAF Paver AF-3

Davis, Lillian, USA Nurse Corps Brick A-6

Stein, Mervin, USNR Brick A-6

Flanagan, Sherman, USAF Brick, A-6

Gilsdorf, Frances, USA Nurse Corps Paver AF-3*

Guarino, Phillip, USMC Brick A-8

Hart, David, USMC Paver A-1 Marine Corp Bench

Holowach, Harry, USA Paver MC-3

Hoppert, Glen, USA Paver A-1

Koellein, Henry, USMC Paver A-2

McAllister, Jack, USA Air Corps Brick MC-8

McCormack, Palmer, USN Brick AF-6

Mulholland Family, USN, USA, USAAC, 
USAF

Brick N-5

Rakow, William, USMC Paver N-3

Reinhold brothers, USA, USN, USAAC Brick MC-7
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*Indicates pavers used in 3x5 cards for student location exercise

Revolutionary War Veterans 

Civil War 

World War I 

Reynolds, Peter, USA Paver A-2

Sangermano, Joseph, USA Paver A-1

Saville, Donald, USA Brick A-6

Starck, Walter, USAF Brick A-6

Stickevers, Kenneth, USAF Brick AF-8

Streat, Clifton, USA Brick AF-5

Tatum, Arthur, USN Paver A-1

Vandergrift, Alexander, USMC Brick N-7

Wacker, William, USA Paver MC-3 *

Wagner and Carpenter, Union Army Paver A-2

Whittington, Mary, USNR Nurse Corps Brick A-5

Wiseman and Zechman, Union Army Paver N-4*

Greenwell, Bennett, MD Militia Paver MC-1

Jones, Peter Paver A-3

Wagner and Carpenter, Union Army Paver A-1

Wiseman, James, W. Paver A-1

Zechman, Daniel Paver A-1

Maroney, James, USA, Purple Heart Paver A-2
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World War II 

Andis, Jack, USA, Battle of the Bulge Paver A-2

Brennan, Harold, B29 Gunner, KIA Paver AF-3

Cardinal, VL, USA, Pearl Harbor 
survivor

Paver A-4

Emerson, Lloyd, USA, Battle of the 
Bulge, Purple Heart

Paver A-4

Forseth, Vernon, USAF, POW Germany Paver AF-2

Guarino, Phillip, USMC Marine Corps 
Bench Kelly, Joe, USMC, KIA Iwo 
Jima

Brick MC-8

Koonce, Troy, USA, KIA, Patton's 
Third Army, Liege, Belgium

Paver A-2

Reynolds, Peter, USA, Bataan Death 
March

Paver A-1

Searl, Robert, USA, D-Day Normandy 
Beaches

Paver A-3

Street, Clifton, USA, POW Germany Paver A-1

Urso, Frank, USMC, KIA Iwo Jima Brick MC-8

Vandergrift, Alexander, USMC, Medal 
of Honor

Paver MC-3

Venit, I. G. USA, Silver Star, Europe 
1944-1945

Paver A-1

Wacker, William, USA Normady KIA Paver A-2

Walker, Willis, USA, D-Day Normandy 
Beaches

Paver A-4

Whetzel. Carmel, USA, POW Nov 
1944-Apr-45

Paver A-4

Winemiller, Walt, USMC, KIA Iwo 
Jima

Brick MC-8
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Korea 

Vietnam 

Cold War 

Operation Enduring Freedom 

Zimmer, Fred, USA, D-Day Normandy 
Beaches

Paver A-4

Ayers, Deyter, USMC, Chosin 
Reservoir, Purple Heart

Paver MC-3

Diehl, George, USA Paver A-3

Lassiter, Ulysees, USA Paver A-3

Nesbit, Roger, USA, KIA Brick A-6

Updike, Ray, USMC, Khe Sanh Paver MC-3

Costanzo, J. Mike, USCG, Mekong 
Delta

Paver CG-2

McCabe, M, USMC, KIA Tet 1968 Brick MC-6

Reichelt, James, USA Brick A-6

Bailey, Keith, USMC, KIA, Beirut 
Lebanon

Paver MC-3

Wint, Walter, USMC, KIA, Beirut 
Lebanon

Paver MC-2

Barnes. Keith, USMC, Panama Paver MC-3

Little, Edward S, CAPT USN RET 
1962-1992 Silent Service

Paver N-3
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Operation Iraqi Freedom 

Special Recognition 

Band of Brothers  
Shakespeare wonderfully captured the feelings of men who have fought together 
and relied on each other in the face of death when he wrote: 

We few, we happy few, we band of brothers;
For he to-day that sheds his blood with me 
Shall be my brother; be he ne'er so vile.

Suplee, Daniel, USA, KIA August 3, 
2006 (Ocean Pines)

Paver A-2

Sturgill, R. J., USA Paver A-4

Doyle, Jeremy, USA, KIA (Pocomoke) Paver A-2

Bowen, Samuel, USA, KIA-1,000th casualty 
(Berlin

Paver A-2

Snyder, Matthew, USMC, KIA, Al Anbar 
Province

Paver MC-3

Cockerham, Benny, USMC, KIA Paver MC-4

In Memory of US Submarines on 
eternal patrol

Paver N-3

For Those Who Did Not Come Home Paver MC-3

Band of Brothers Marine Wall

Bravo Zulu (Shipmates Richard B 
Anderson)

Paver N-3
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Bravo Zulu 

Definition: 

"Bravo Zulu" is from the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) signal book, 
which stands for the letters "B" and "Z". The signal book is designed to allow 
NATO member naval vessels (of which the U.S. Navy is one) to send short tactical 
signals to each other using signal flags which are hoisted on each side of the main 
mast of the ship. Most signals are made up of one, two, three or sometimes four 
flags. Each signal can be found in the signals book to send specific messages. BZ 
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was designated to mean "Well Done" It is generally a congratulatory message sent 
from a senior officer, like an Admiral, to more junior ship captains. 

Ice Cream In Return For Pilots 

One long standing naval tradition involves the rescue of airplane pilots. Pilots who 
took off from aircraft carriers or land bases and were unable to return and land on 
their ship or base sometimes had to parachute out of their airplanes. The downed 
pilots were often picked up out of the ocean by much smaller ships such as 
destroyers. It was traditional to award the return of a downed pilot to an aircraft 
carrier with gallons of ice cream.... 
During World War II, for every pilot rescued from the water by an escort destroyer, 
the aircraft carriers would give the smaller ship a twenty-gallon reward of ice 
cream. Why ice cream? Everyone loves ice cream and many smaller ships didn't 
have the capability to make it which large ships such as aircraft carriers did have 
the ability to make it. 
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